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December 17, 1998

Lawrence Noble, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
6th Floor

999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 4856
Dear Mr. Noble:

This letter constitutes the response of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee ("DSCC") and Paul Johnson, Treasurer {collectively, "Respondents") to
the complaint filed by Jeffery T. Buley. With regard to the DSCC, the complaint is
without merit and should be dismissed.

The Act and Commission regulations authorize the national and state
committees of a political party each to make coordinated expenditures tn conneciton
with a general election campaign for the United States Senate. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(d)
(1998); 11 C.F.R. § 110.7 (1998). The authority to make coordinated expenditures
may freely be delegated among national, state and subordinate party committees. 11
C.F.R. §110.7(4). See also FEC v. DSCC, 454 U.S. 27 (1981). A state committee
has the responsibility to administer its limitation by ensuring that its subordinate
coramittees remain within the limits, or by otherwise controlling the expenditures. 11
C.FR. § 110.7(c).

The DSCC is a political committee established and maintained by a national
political party. Id. § 110.1(c)(2). It was authorized by the Democratic National
Committee pursuant to Commission regulations to make $883,863 in coordinated
expenditures in connection with the 1998 New York Senate general election. See
Ccordinated Party Expenditure Limits for '98 Senate Nominees, FEC Record, March
1998, at 5.

On October 1, 1998, the DSCC transferred the full amount of its 44 1a(d)
authority t0 the New York Democratic Party. Letter from Paul Johnson, Executive
Director, DSCC, to Judith Hope, Chair, New York Democratic Party (Oct. 1, 1998)
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(Attachment A). The DSCC has reported no coordinated expenditures in connection
with the 1998 New York Senate general election.

While Mr. Buley claims that the DSCC made $89,280 in coordinated
expenditures on paid media during the week before the election, the DSCC is unable
to find any factual basis for this statement. Significantly, none of the sketchy
attachments that purport to document Mr. Buley's complaint, which Mr. Buley's
Republican colleagues apparently generated themselves, makes any reference
whatsoever to the DSCC.

The regulations in no way require the DSCC to monitor the activities of an
unrelated third party generally hostile to its interests, and to defer to them by
refraining from its own programs and activities. But cf, 1d. § 110.7(c) (state party has
responsibility to monitor compliance with limits within party organization). The
nonexistent rule on which Mr. Buley apparently insists would not only be wholiy
unworkable, but would effectively permit a minor party to dictate the activities of a
major competitor.

In short, as it pertains to the DSCC, Mr. Buley's complaint is without factual
and legal merit, and should be dismissed.

Very truly yours,

-~

= MLzl
Judith L. Corley

Brian G. Svoboda
Counsel for Respondents
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NAMIE OF COUNSEL:_ Judith L. Corley

Fi{RM: Perkins Coie LLP

ADDRESS: 607 14th Street, NW, Suite 800

Washington, DC 20005-2011

TELEPHONE:(202 ) 434-1622

FAX: 202 ) 434-1690

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel and is authorized to
receive any notifications and other communications from the Commission and to act on my
behalf before the Commission.
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Date Paul@hnson Signature

RESPONDENTS NAME: Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee

ADDRESS: 430 South Capitol Street, SE

Washington, DC 200603

TELEPHONE: HOME(_ )

BUSINESS( 202 ) 485-3115




